TERRA MINI-GRANT APPLICATION
2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR
The Technology Education Resource & Redesign Alliance (TERRA) is a non-profit organization whose mission is to
mobilize the resources, knowledge, and capacity of individuals, foundations, business and industry in shaping and facilitating
educational policy, practice, and research for increased achievement in a global environment.
What this funds: TERRA’s Mini-Grants are intended to support school-based projects in pre-K through 12 that are consistent
with TERRA’s mission, and have a positive impact on education by using technology. These grants should fund initiatives that
utilize technology in a new and innovative way or sustainability initiatives seeking to encourage and support creative, local
environmental education and stewardship activities.

Who can Apply: Florida public, charter, and private schools and educators are eligible to apply.

Amount awarded: A total of $30,000 will be made available for a limited number of awards ranging from $500 to $3,000.
Grant applications may be submitted for the 2014/2015 school year from September 1st through midnight October 3rd, 2014.
The TERRA Grant Committee will review proposals and make funding recommendations to the TERRA Board of Directors.

What we are looking for: TERRA seeks applications for projects in which students participate in learning experiences that
utilize technology in an innovative way or promotes environmental sustainability. Funding is intended to encourage and
support creative activities that build on the unique assets and strengths of individual education communities. As part of
this project, individuals receiving awards will be required to share what they learn with the broader community through
outreach such as public events, presentations and displays and/or media engagement. Preference will be given to projects with
matching funds or in-kind services.
Details:
• The deadline for the 2014-15 school year is October 3, 2014. Applications received after this date will not be
considered.
• Financial assistance is limited to $3,000 per school, per year.
• Grantees will be required to provide ongoing feedback of grant activities, documentation of their project, including a
financial report of how money was spent, at least 5 high-resolution digital photos (including publicity releases), and a
short reporting form.
• The Teacher/Applicant listed is whom we will contact regarding your application.
• Inquiries should be submitted via email to: grants@terraonline.org.

Application Instructions:
 To apply, please submit this completed form by October 3, 2014.
 Fill out the form completely
 Gather appropriate signatures. Applications without signatures will not be considered.
 Submit signed proposal via e-mail to grants@terraonline.org with your school name contained in the filename.
 We will confirm receipt of your application within 2 weeks via email. If you have not heard from us, please contact us
at grants@terraonline.org. Awards will be sent within one month of application submission.
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TERRA MINI-GRANT APPLICATION
2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR
A. SCHOOL AND APPLICANT INFORMATION
Submission Date:
School Name:
Applicant Name:
Principal Name:
County:
Type of School:

School Year: 2014-15

9-26-14
Tropical Elementary
Barbara Wilcox
Samantha Alison
Brevard
ο Private

X Public

ο Charter

Student Enrollment:

750

Number of Teachers: 52

Range of Grade Levels at School:

K-6

% Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch: 35

Schools Main # 321-454-1080

Direct # (ext. or cell) #286

Applicant’s Phone #(s):
Applicant’s Email Address:
Applicant’s Affiliation to
School/Organization
If Applicant is a Teacher, please list:
If Parent/Community Volunteer or Other
non-school staff, please list School
Contact as a Co-Applicant:
If Co-Applicant is a Teacher, please list:

Wilcox.barbara@brevardschools.org
Teacher
Teacher’s Grade Level(s): TK-1

Teacher’s Subject(s) Area:All

Co-Applicant Name:

Co-Applicant Affiliation to
School/Organization:

Teacher’s Grade Level(s):

Teacher’s Subject Area(s):

B. PROGRAM INFORMATION
Please list the focus
area(s) for this TERRA
Mini-Grant request.

Service learning,
technology,
environmental studies

Writing, Science

C. PROJECT INFORMATION
Project
Gardening with Technology Kids (TK)
Title:
Project Start Date:
September 22, 2014

Project End Date:
May 2015

# of Students Participating:

Grade Levels of Students Participating: TK

15

Mini-Grant Abstract (300 word max):
Briefly describe what your proposed project is about. Abstracts of winning proposal will be viewable at www.terraonline.org

My class consists of 15 Transitional Kindergarten (TK-1, students who are academically on grade level but need
more time to develop maturity/socially). This is a service learning project with a learning goal of incorporating
technological literacy through environmental knowledge and actions and sharing this knowledge with our five
kindergarten classes (96 students) through student made videos and books. The service goal of this project is to
use technology (IPads to video/take photos) to develop books and videos explaining natural phenomenon (such as
plant parts, lifecycles) to kindergarteners (and others, if interested). The learning portion of this project includes
technology, science and writing. The TK-1 students will learn how to build a garden, how to care for a garden, as
well as learning the lifecycles of plants and insects, the parts of plants and their uses and the needs of plants and
animals. They will show mastery of concepts through student recordings (video) and/or student writings (with
photographs) of explanations, demonstrations and/or applications (do it with us).
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Mini-Grant Project Proposal (1500 word max)
Please explain how your proposed project/activity will enhance learning for your students. Include the following:
1) How is your project innovative? (25 points)
2) How will it fit into your curriculum (include standards)? (10 points)
3) How will it encourage long-lasting change in your classroom, school or community? (20 points)
4) How will technology be utilized? (20 points)
5) What evidence will you collect to show student gain? (10 points)
6) How will participants share your project results with the community? (15 points)
1). Planting gardens has become a more noticeable feature at many schools. Sustainable gardens with a purpose (service
learning) are not as common. Student generated technology in the gardens at elementary schools is almost unheard of, unless you
count hydroponics. Technology in the early childhood classrooms generally consists of students playing learning games on the
computer, passively watching videos or copying documents from the projector. The goal of this project is to put the video camera
(in the IPad) into the student’s hands and allow them to become film producers. A film made by early childhood students (which will
show mastery of their learning) and then shared with other early childhood students is unique. We already know that children can
be peer teachers in person, now we are going to see if they can be peer teachers through technology. This is a highly interesting,
highly engaging, hands-on project, incorporating academic knowledge for both levels of learners (TK and K). This project increases
higher level thinking skills while expanding upon science topics and meeting state standards.
2). The curriculum in my classroom revolves around building social skills as well as promoting academics. Service learning is a big
portion of our curriculum. Our Tropical Kingdom (TK) theme this year includes Kingdom Keepers (this is what we call our service
projects). Gardening with Technology Kids (TK) will hopefully be one of our Kingdom Keeper projects. This project implements
many standards. Building the garden itself and recording the sequence incorporates multiple problem-solving strategies and
higher-level thinking skills. Standards include but are not limited to: Science: S14.1: Make observations of living and nonliving
things and their environment using the five senses. S14.2: Identify the major parts of plants, including stem, roots, leaves, and
flowers as well as their functions. S14.3 Observe plants and animals, describe how they are alike and different in the way they look
and the things they do. Writing: W.1.2: Write informative/explanatory test in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the
topic, and provide some sense of closure W.1.3: Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced
events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of
closure. W.2.6: With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing,
including in collaboration with peers. W.3.7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g. explore a number of “howto” books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions. Technology: T641: Use technology to support
learning. This also supports 21st century skills, such as: to work creatively with others, to act on creative ideas, to make a tangible
and useful contribution to the field in which the innovation will occur and to use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate
and communicate information. This also supports the 21st Century skill of Environmental Literacy: demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of the environment.
3.) Students taking charge of teaching other students promotes confidence- both in their learning abilities, through mastery of
science concepts and by developing their understanding that they can make a difference in the world. It is a well-researched fact
that people retain 90% of what they teach others (Edgar Dale). This program could encourage other classrooms to “think outside
the box” when teaching concepts to students. Promoting technology through student manipulation (not passively watching it) helps
build the learning blocks that students will need to become productive world citizens in an ever more global community. Building
and caring for gardens incorporates stewardship, responsibility and environmental awareness necessary to have a healthy planet.
4). Technology: The IPad will be utilized as a video tool and a camera. In addition, the IPad can be utilized as an e-reader so
students can learn background information or research information needed to write the stories or the speeches in order to convey
correct and pertinent instruction to the kindergarteners within the videos. The photos taken will be utilized as pictures in the
nonfiction books the students will write.
5). Student Achievement: Life Science Assessment: 90% of my students will pass the Life Science Post-test with a score of 90% or
higher.
6). Documentation: Our project results will include a minimum of one video for the following topics: plant parts, plant lifecycles,
identification of butterflies and/or lifecycles. This also includes one photo book on how to build a garden. These videos will be
placed on our school network site to be available to all teachers in our school. They will also be posted on our classroom webpage
for viewing by parents and the general public. DVD’s of the videos will be provided to the students to take home. Multiple books
can be uploaded to our school network for sharing but at least one book will be printed and given to the kindergarten students to
use as both a learning tool and to help build their individual home libraries.
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D. BUDGET: Describe all costs associated with your project activity. (Attach additional pages if necessary)
Service/Item Description
Garden Bed: Rock Lock (A raised bed garden is necessary to work in conjunction with
our school ground maintenance program. Raised beds will help control weeds and
make upkeep quick and easy, as well as promote accessibility to any physically
impaired students now and in the future.)12 pieces = 8 feet by 4 feet bed double
stacked.
Dirt : 40 bags to fill raised bed garden @ $2.98 per bag
Plants: 30 plants @ $3.98 to plant in garden. Additional plants will be raised from seeds
or donated.
3 IPads @ $395.00 (from Amazon.com). One IPad for each learning group of students
Printing of nonfiction books: 111 books (one for each kindergartener plus one for each
TK student) @ $1.98 each
Total Cost of Project
Amount requested from TERRA:

Cost
$572.00 plus 114.00 shipping/handling:
686.00

If matching/additional funds have been identified to help pay for your project,
please list 

Source: Rockledge Gardens,
Naturewise Nursery (donations
and discounts)
Amount: $120.00
Source: Volunteer hours (Master
Gardener and Senior Volunteer ) 20
hours @ $22.55 = $451.00

If any goods or services have been donated for this project, please list 

$119.00
$ 118.50
$1185.00
$219.78
$2328.28
$2328.28

DVD’s Donated: $35.00
Garden Pots donated: $16.50
Goods/Services: $502.50

E. COMMITMENT
By submitting this application and signing below, you agree to the following:

 TERRA is not liable for any injuries or losses that may occur as a result of participation in the proposed project.
 The applicant is responsible for submitting required documentation via e-mail to TERRA including on going updates, financial report,
high-resolution digital photos (and media releases) that are cleared for use in TERRA’s outreach materials, and any mini-grant
project-related lessons developed. A short reporting form will be sent to schools when awards are made.
 Schools that do not submit reporting documentation materials automatically waive this remaining 10% and may jeopardize future
funding opportunities.
 Equipment purchased using mini-grant funds will become the property of the school receiving funds.
Applicant's Name:

Barbara Wilcox

Applicant's Signature:
School Administrator/
Principal's Name:
School Administrator/
Principal's Signature
School Address
(for mailing of award)

Date:
Samantha Alison
Date:
885 S. Courtenay Parkway
Merritt Island, Fl. 32952
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